
"I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves, and if we 
think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is 
not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.”  Thomas Jefferson, 1743-1826, 
Founding Father, principal author of Declaration of Independence, 3rd President of the United States 
 
 

Memorable Quotes from our 2014 Constitution Essay Submissions – Grades 7-12      
 
"A country built on freedom will never witness the day when everyone is the same; and that is a truly 
remarkable thing."  Kaylyn Stewart. BCMHS 
 
 "Unalienable rights are freedoms and liberties that every individual is born with."  Jalenn Martin. BCMHS 
 
"The sole purpose of the government is to secure the rights of the people.  Issac Pewitt. VCMS 
 
“The query is, how are we guaranteed our rights, and how are they protected?  This is where "just 
powers of Government" comes from "consent of the governed."  This means that we the people are 
accountable for our government, and they can only do what we permit them to do.  Alexis Ascher. B. 
Gale Wilson School 
 
“One of the most important statements of the Declaration of Independence , and perhaps of any political 
document in history, is the statement, "all men are created equal, and that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights."  This principle is the foundation of a free society, where men and 
women have the right to pursue their own destiny, in accordance with their own conscience, provided 
that they respect these same rights for other.  Unalienable rights and the equality of men and women 
provide the moral standard for a free society.  Where these rights and moral standards are respected by 
governments and individuals, there is justice and opportunity.  Where they are not respected, there is 
oppression.  Mara Redican, Heritage Peak Charter School 
 
"This Constitution, in my opinion, is truly inspiring.  It is a foundational declaration creating a Republic 
and a society that will endure only as long as Americans care to preserve it."   Aubrey Cadiz. SPSVHS 
 
"It is not the proper function of government to protect the people from themselves."   Aubrey Cadiz. 
SPSVHS 
 
. "We create a government to protect these rights and prevent them from being taken away from us.  A 
government that does not protect these rights is useless, like a light bulb without electricity."  Stephen 
Ackerman. BCMHS 
 
  "If the United States was a body, the backbone would be the Declaration of Independence because it 
connects everything together.  Equality is the legs we need to stand on and depend on to keep the body 
moving."   Trevor Waechter.  Heritage Peak Charter School 
 
"Privileges and rights are two very different things."  Garrett Harris. VCMS 
 
"This principle, (unalienable rights) meant that nobody, not even the government could ever take those 
rights away from U.S. Citizens."  Kori Vaudrin. BCMHS 
 
Unalienable rights are rights that are not granted by the government, therefore the government cannot 
revoke or violate them.  They are rights that are "self-evident," as in not having to be specifically 
established.  This idea played a key role in the Founders' effort to create a new form of government; it 
established a base for people's rights within government and within their own lives."  Kourtney Sweeney. 
BCMHS  
        


